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of Ashmouni or Upper Egyptian cotton and other short-
stapled varieties were grown, even in the Delta.
The prospects of the Egyptian crop were, until 1909,
exceedingly bright, and the crop was making steady
progress in quantity, but this has, unfortunately, been very
seriously checked during the last few years, partly owing
to a new insect pest, the pink boll worm. Great schemes
of drainage, irrigation, and reclamation were on foot
which would have resulted in a considerable increase of
the crop, but these were suspended on the outbreak of
the War, and have not yet been taken up again to the
original extent, Until 1925 there was little hope of the
Egyptian crop's touching its 1913 record again, for,
although the acreage had again established new records,
the average yield per acre had fallen far below the records
of pre-War days; 1933-4, however, slightly exceeded the
record of 1913.
Sudan.
In the Sudan there are enormous prospects of develop-
ment, especially in the Gezira district between the Blue
and White Niles; but, in addition to the expenditure
required on irrigation works, the development of this area
depends upon the replacement of the population destroyed
by the wars of 1883-98, and this takes time. The Tokar
area on the Red Sea coast is doing very well, and has been
greatly improved by expenditure on railway and irrigation
works.
But the chief hope of the Sudan lies in the Gezira
plain, where 300,000 acres are now in cultivation under
irrigation from the new dam at Makwar on the Blue
Nile, completed in 1924-25, and it is believed that a still
larger area can be covered by the available water supply.
At Kassala there is another new area irrigated by the
River Gash, and there are also great possibilities of rain-
grown cotton in the Southern Sudan.
In 1932 188,000 bales were produced, and this may
be exceeded in 1933-34.